
Grade 9 English Language Arts
Summer Reading Assignment

The Kite Runner & Coming of Age

Dear Students,

Welcome to the ninth grade. In our first semester, we will be reading some stories about entering
adulthood and the struggle to discover oneself. In preparation for this unit, this summer you will read
"The Kite Runner."

Content Warning: The Kite Runner does include graphic depictions of sexual assault and violence.
Please approach the text with sensitivity and emotional readiness for these deeply unsettling
representations. If you feel uncomfortable with engaging material like this on your own, please reach out
to Professor Beletsky for suggestions for an alternative text.

Purpose: This essay will be used as a diagnostic assessment to help you and your professor
establish goals for your writing this semester.

Scoring: This essay will be scored on a 100-pt scale using the attached rubric. A Rubric
Breakdown has also been provided to support students in mastering each rubric area.

Essay Prompts

Choose one of the following prompts and write a 1000 word essay in response. Answer the question in
depth, provide evidence and analysis of the text to support your claim, and maintain a formal academic
style and standard English grammar throughout your essay. Please specify your chosen prompt in your
heading.

1. How does Hosseini's use of setting reflect the transformation of Afghanistan over the course of
the novel's events? How do the changes in Afghanistan reflect the changes in Amir throughout
the novel?

2. How does Amir change over the course of The Kite Runner? How does Hosseini use Amir's
internal conflict to comment on maturity over the course of the novel?

3. Does Amir achieve redemption at the end of the novel? How does Hosseini use the relationship
between Amir and Hassan to comment on the relationship between guilt and redemption?



Rubric: All sections of the rubric are graded independently.

(20 pts) Thesis: Is the thesis question answered fully? Has the student thoughtfully asked and
responded to any supporting questions implied by the prompt?

Score: __________

(20 pts) Structure: Is the essay structured in a clear and coherent manner? Do the thoughts flow
smoothly and efficiently from one to the next? Does the essay stay on topic?

Score: __________

(20 pts) Evidence: Are all points and premises substantiated with textual evidence? Are the
relevant pages (novel) or act, scene, and line numbers (play) cited properly?

Score: __________

(20 pts) Style: Does the essay use formal academic language? (Avoids clichés, flippancy, slang
language, passive voice, the first person, and contractions; maintains present tense.)

Score: __________

(20 pts) Grammar: Does the essay demonstrate adequate mastery of Standard English grammar?
(Maintains subject verb agreement and accurate spelling, avoids fragments, comma splices, and
run-on sentences.)

Score: __________

1-5 pts: Student demonstrates limited or no proficiency in this rubric area. Student is
significantly below grade level in this aspect of writing.

6-10 pts: Student demonstrates developing proficiency in this rubric area. Student is approaching
grade level in this aspect of writing.

11-15 pts: Student demonstrates adequate proficiency in this rubric area. Student is at grade level
in this aspect of writing.

16-20 pts: Student exceeds proficiency in this rubric area. Student is above grade level in this
aspect of writing.



Essay Rubric Reflection

CONTENT AND ANALYSIS:
Thesis Statements:

● Your thesis Statements should clearly and directly answer the prompt. You should be
able to respond directly to the prompt by simply stating the thesis.

● Your thesis should contain a what, which is the direct answer the prompt, and a how or
a why, which justifies how/why your what is true.

Structure:
● Body Paragraphs should not summarize the text. The purpose of your essay is to develop

your argument, not to explain what happens in the text.
● Analysis explains the content of the evidence: You should explain why the evidence you

provided is necessary to proving your argument.
● Each body paragraph evaluates the deeper, or inferred meaning of evidence presented:

Your analysis goes beyond a surface level interpretation of the text. Instead of just
repeating the content of the evidence in your own words, you are interpreting the
evidence and providing a thorough analysis to support your claim. You flesh out or
develop the significance of your evidence.

● Each body paragraph connects to and supports the thesis presented. The prompt is
answered with adequate development. In other words, your analysis is accurate and
successfully proves your argument.

EVIDENCE:
● The evidence you provide should be relevant to your claim. This means both choosing

appropriate evidence and providing only the evidence you need. If the amount of
evidence you quote from the text is longer than your analysis, you may have too much
irrelevant evidence that you can either remove or could present quickly with summary.

● You must introduce evidence with context from the narrative. Instead of saying, “On page
44”, explain the context of what is happening in the text and where the evidence fits in
the story.



STYLE:
● This section refers to the flow of your writing and how effectively your rhetorical ability

persuades the reader.
○ The order in which you present ideas should make sense - the reader should

follow your argument easily without having to piece the ideas together
themselves. Ideas should Transition seamlessly with precise language.

○ Each and every word used should be purposeful and contribute to the specific
meaning you are trying to relate. This can be especially relevant for avoiding or
refining your use of terms like “however,” “for example,” or “therefore.” If your
ideas are flowing together naturally, you usually need not tell your reader how one
idea leads into the next.

○ Your vocabulary should be precise and sophisticated. Go for more expressive
verbs and adjectives and AVOID the verb “To Be” (am, is, are, were, was) and
The Passive Voice (Passive: Holden was struck in the face by the pimp.
Active:The pimp strikes Holden in the face).

○ If you find yourself having to explain what you are trying to say in order for your
writing to make sense, you need to either rearrange your sentence or add more
explanation.

○ Vary your sentence structure AND paragraph structure. Avoid repetition and
writing sentences of the same length and structure. For example, if you find
yourself writing “This shows” often, switch up your format.

Grammar:
● This section of your rubric refers to your grasp of the rules of writing and takes into

consideration grammar, spelling, punctuation and formatting.
○ Slowly read your paper aloud! Doing so will help you catch sentences that do not

quite sound right.
○ In ELA writing, you should be writing about literature in the present tense. Also,

avoid contractions (doesn’t, can’t, won’t, etc) and first person (I, We, etc)!
○ Poor conventions can adversely affect other aspects of your writing. Poor

grammar contributes to awkward sentence structures, which in turn affect the
clarity and presentation of your ideas.


